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In the CALUMSVA Library: 

 
 
The Elements of Library Research, by Mary W. George. 

 Z710 .G44 2008 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, by Joseph Gibaldi. 

 REF LB2369 .G53 2003 

 

A Manual for Writer of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian. 

LB2369 .T8 2007 

 
Mastering APA Style : Student’s Workbook and Training Guide, by Harold Gelfand. 

PE1479 .APA 2010 STUD WKB 
 
Research Design : Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Methods Approaches, by John W. 

Creswell. 

 H62 .C6963 2014 

 

Student’s book of college English : Rhetoric, Reader, Research Guide and Handbook, by 

David Skwire. 

 PE1408 .S546 2016 

 

The Writer’s Ultimate Research Guide, by Ellen Metter. 

PN146 .M47 1995 
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USEFUL WEBSITES TO GUIDE YOU 

 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

https://writing.wisc.edu/handbook/assignments/planresearchpaper/ 

 

Rice University 

http://www.ruf.rice.edu/~bioslabs/tools/report/reportform.html 

 

University of Notre Dame 

https://www3.nd.edu/~pkamat/pdf/researchpaper.pdf 

 

Purdue University 

https://owl.purdue.edu 

 

APA Style (grammar and style) 

apastyle.org 

 

Academic Publishing 

Public Knowledge Project (pkp.sfu.ca) 

 

 

FINDING AND EVALUATING INFORMATION  

An academic research paper requires correct grammar and format, as well 

as information and subject matter from acknowledged sources. Wikipedia 

and similar sites are not appropriate resources for an academic research 

paper.  However, they can lead you to acceptable resources under 

“References,” “Further reading,” etc.  Other ways to find acceptable 

resources: 

 

❖ Referrals from respected sources, such as Goodreads.  

(goodreads.com) 

 

❖ Exploit bibliographies in books by reconized authors.  

 

❖ Evaluate the author (education, occupation, experience, etc.) of a book 

or article 

 

❖ Evaluate the source of an article (see next page for guidance) 
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SCHOLARLY JOURNALS VS. POPULAR MAGAZINES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     SCHOLARLY   POPULAR 
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           LENGTH Longer articles, providing 

in depth analysis of topics 

and reports of new research.  

Shorter articles, providing 

broader overviews of 

topics, and new items.  

        AUTHORSHIP Author usually an expert or 

specialist in the field, name 

and credentials always 

provide.  

Author usually a staff 

writer or a journalist, name 

and credentials often  

      LANGUAGE or 

       AUDIENCE  

Written in the language of 

discipline for scholarly 

readers (professors, 

researchers, practitioners) 

Written in non-technical 

language for anyone to 

understand.  

        FORMAT or  

      STRUCTURE  

 

 

Articles are usually more 

structured. They may 

include an abstract, 

literature review, 

methodology, results,  and 

conclusion. 

Articles do not necessarily 

follow a specific format or 

structure.  

 

  SPECIAL FEATURES  Illustrations that support the 

text, such as tables of 

statistics, graphs, maps or 

photographs.  

 

Many illustrations with 

glossy or color 

photographs.  

 

       ADVERTISING   Ads for books and products 

related to the field of study.  

 

Many colorful ads for 

consumer products.  

 

           EDITORS  Articles usually reviewed 

and critically evaluated by a 

board of experts in the field  

 

Articles are not evaluated 

by experts in the field, but 

by editors on staff.  

 

           CREDITS  

 

A list of references 

(bibliography or works 

cited) and/or footnotes are 

provided.  

 

A list of references is 

usually not provided  

 



PLAGIARISM, COPYRIGHT AND FAIR USE 
 

In completing your research paper, its worth is gauged not only by format 

and grammar, but also content.  Is it yours, or did you take it from someone 

else’s writing?  It is important that you understand the rules of plagiarism, 

copyright and fair use.  The explanations below provide valuable guidance 

in the use and crediting of research materials.  The techniques of when and 

how you reference citations are found in the references cited on pages 1 and 

2 above. 

 

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism is considered theft or piracy, and is when you claim a work is 

yours when it has been created by another person.  Copyright infringement is 

using copyrighted material without permission.  Fair Use is a legal situation 

in which copyrighted material can be used in certain circumstances without 

the creator’s license or agreement to do so. 

 

COPYRIGHT & FAIR USE 

 

Library, Purdue Univerity  

(https://www.lib.purdue.edu/uco/CopyrightBasics/fair_use.html) 

“Copyright is all about balancing the rights of authors with the rights of the 

public to use the work without seeking permission or paying royalties. 

Under copyright, authors have the right to control the use of their work 

subject to exceptions permitted under the law. If the use exceeds such 

exceptions, then infringing on someone's copyright can result in the infringer 

paying money damages (civil liability) and/or going to prison (criminal 

liability). 

• Copyright is a federal law. It is Title 17 of the United States Code.  

• Copyright is the right of authors to control the use of their work for a 

limited period of time.  

• A copyrighted work must be an original work of authorship which is 

fixed in a tangible medium of expression 

• Works in the public domain are not copyrightable (created by US 

Government, or published before 1923)” 
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Baylor University  (https://www.baylor.edu/copyright/index.php?id=56543) 

“Copyright protection arises automatically the moment an original work is 

"fixed in a tangible medium of expression," in other words, the moment that 

text is written down or typed, or the moment a song is recorded. Because 

copyright protection happens so easily, and lasts so long, you should assume 

that any work you want to use is copyrighted, unless it is very old or 

produced by the U.S. government. A work does not need to be registered, 

published, or have a copyright notice on it to be protected by copyright. For 

works created in the U.S., copyright lasts from the moment a work is created 

until 70 years after the death of the author, except for works produced by a 

company/employer in which case the copyright lasts 95 years from the date 

of publication” 

 

 

“If you are writing a paper for a class and you have no intention of 

publishing it, you have much broader leeway as far as what you can use. 

Remember, however, that fair use is a concept in copyright law, and that it 

does not alter your academic obligation to provide proper citation for works 

that you use. Copyright infringement and plagiarism are two different 

things.”  

 

 

Copyright Office, Library of Congress (copyright.gov) 

“Fair use is a legal doctrine that promotes freedom of expression by 

permitting the unlicensed use of copyright-protected works in certain 

circumstances. Section 107 of the Copyright Act provides the statutory 

framework for determining whether something is a fair use and identifies 

certain types of uses—such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching, 

scholarship, and research—as examples of activities that may qualify as fair 

use.  Section 107 calls for consideration of the following four factors in 

evaluating a question of fair use: 

 

1. Purpose and character of the use, including whether the use is of a 

commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes …   This does 

not mean, however, that all nonprofit education and noncommercial uses are 

fair and all commercial uses are not fair; instead, courts will balance the 

purpose and character of the use against the other factors below.   
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2. Nature of the copyrighted work:  This factor analyzes the degree to which 

the work that was used relates to copyright’s purpose of encouraging 

creative expression. Thus, using a more creative or imaginative work (such 

as a novel, movie, or song) is less likely to support a claim of a fair use than 

using a factual work (such as a technical article or news item). 

 

3. Amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 

copyrighted work as a whole:  Under this factor, courts look at both the 

quantity and quality of the copyrighted material that was used. If the use 

includes a large portion of the copyrighted work, fair use is less likely to be 

found; if the use employs only a small amount of copyrighted material, fair 

use is more likely. 

 

4.  Effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted 

work:  Here, courts review whether, and to what extent, the unlicensed use 

harms the existing or future market for the copyright owner’s original 

work. “ 
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